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LEGALISATION OF DRUGS: A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS WITH  
OTHER COUNTRIES 

                                                           By: Ranjit Kaur 
 
 
ABSTRACT: 
The present paper focuses on the legalization of drugs. There are different laws related to the 

use and possession of drugs in different countries. The overdose of drugs is always dangerous 

for life. That’s why society often sees drug use as an evil. It is also true that this is the main 

source of income for the government so many countries have legalized the use of drugs. 

Therefore, this move has both pros and cons. In one way it is beneficial for the government and 

those who are addicted to drugs but on the other hand families of such people are suffering 

from the ill-effects of this thing. This could be fatal for the drug taking person as well. Some 

countries have put restrictions on the use of drugs but importantly many countries are 

legalizing this as well. Recently, Marijuana has been legalized in Canada. The scenario 

changes when the thing is freely available to a person or when it has certain restrictions. Here, 

we will discuss the possible advantages and disadvantages of legalization of drugs.  

 

Keywords: Legalization of drugs, Possession, Over-dose, Society, Evil, Government, 

Addicted, Ill-effects, Restrictions, Marijuana, Canada. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 Since past time, the use of drugs has been prevalent among human beings. There are 

different kinds of drugs which are broadly categorized as legal and illegal drugs. A variety of 

drugs exists which involves: alcohol, cocaine, marijuana, heroin, morphine, tobacco, weed, 

cigarettes and many more.1 To some extent, they are good for the health of the person. But 

when the use of amount increases then it becomes risky for life. Usually what happens in 

society is that the person gets so addicted to the drugs that he starts wanting them more and 

more instead of any other thing. From this point, their families start getting worried because 

the behaviour of drug taking people changes. Drugs can lead to death as well. It is often seen 

in the daily news that a person got died due to the over-dose of the drugs. Later, their families 

suffer due to the act of one person in the family. There can be a number of reasons why a person 

takes drugs. But that is adversely affecting the individual and his family. Although, certain 

drugs are used in medicines also but there is a fixed amount to be used. The drugs are having 

certain bad effects on society as well. Today’s youth finds this to be a standard. There is peer 

influence over them and they also get into this thing. The long term effects of using drugs can 

be very bad to the individual. If the same thing is looked at from the other side, then the 

legalization of drugs is beneficial for the government.2 A latest example can be taken in India. 

During the pandemic time going on there was complete lockdown. Government opened the 

alcohol shops because this is the main source of income. People brought the alcohol in bulk. 

Although the selling of alcohol is increasing the income of the government, the overdose of 

alcohol by the individual can be really dangerous to the health. There are different laws which 

are prohibiting the use and prohibition of drugs. But with the passage of time, laws are getting 

changed with the changing need of the people. There is legalization of drugs in many countries. 

A responsible person will always use the things judicially but some are not understanding the 

things. So, the legalization of drugs has both pros and cons. It always depends upon an 

individual how he takes and manages the things. 

 

 

 
1 Legal and Illegal drugs: their effects and danger to health; Available at: 
https://www.grin.com/document/97329 (visited on: October 13, 2020) 
2 The Economic of Drug Legalization; Available at: 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/229047990_The_Economics_of_Drug_Legalisation (visited on: 
October 13, 2020) 
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LEGALISATION OF DRUGS: MEANING 
First, it is important to understand the meaning of drugs. A drug is a chemical that is given to 

people to cure an infection or disorder or to avoid it. Drugs may also be described as drugs that, 

because of their good effects, certain individuals take, but which are typically illegal. To make 

them asleep, whether you poison a human or animal, you give them a chemical substance.3 

Thus, drugs are somehow helpful in treating pain to some extent. A variety of drugs are 

available in the market. Some of them are useful but some are considered illegal. 

 

Further, let’s understand the legalization of drugs means the individuals can acquire, use or 

possess the drugs and for that the one would not be criminally prosecuted. In earlier times, 

there was not any kind of prohibition on the drugs.4 In recent years, the controversy on drug 

reform has acquired considerable significance. Several influential figures have come up with 

plans to legalize all forms of medicines in India. That is, in other words, to legalize drug 

development, consumption and usage at all stages.5  

 

Position in India: In India, the idea of legalizing drugs is not a positive thing, but it is simply 

as bad as drug abuse itself. No prudent citizen who is aware of the consequences of abuse 

induced by substance use will ever be in favour of promoting the prohibition of substance use. 

Under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985, the possession, trade, 

transport and use of marijuana is currently illegal and is a criminal offence. With an estimate 

of 120 million people using it in some way or another, marijuana is among the most commonly 

consumed illicit substances in the world. Since time immemorial, India has identified the use 

of these medicines with a mythical confidence connected to it. It is said to be a drug that lets 

the patient reach ecstasy in the world's original context. India has praised the use and has even 

consumed drugs for festivals such as Charas, which is hash, Bhang and Marijuana.6 Further, 

I will discuss the pros and cons of legalization of drugs. It is also important to understand the 

effect of legalization of drugs in other countries as well.  

 
3 Ibid 
4 Decriminalization vs Legalization : Ending the War on Drugs; Available at:  
https://www.dopplr.com/drug-decriminalization-vs-legalization/ (Visited on: October 22, 2020) 
5 Legalization of drugs in India; Available at:  
https://www.ijlmh.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Legalization-of-drugs-in-India.pdf (visited on October 22, 
2020) 
6 Ibid 
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ADVANTAGES OF LEGALIZATION OF DRUGS 
It is true that there are certain reasons for the legalization of drugs. The mere fact that drug 

processing, possession, selling and use is unlawful leaves it useless to the general population. 

Following are the main reasons which are in favor of legalization of drugs. 

 

Drug Trade: A large amount of people are demanding illicit drugs like that. The market for 

drugs is focused on demand and supply policies, and criminal cartels are taking advantage of 

such demand to raise the prices of such drugs. In the garb of the international drug trade, these 

crime syndicates make a profit of millions. Marijuana reform or decriminalization would 

replace the cultivation and sale of the black market with an overboard sector by removing illicit 

trafficking and related crimes.7 

 

Scientific study: Drug legalization will assist with the availability of samples for the same 

comprehensive analysis. Thanks to its non-availability, the illicit drug markets also distributed 

various drug and media misinformation that peddled false knowledge with their bias. With the 

scientific study of certain drugs in stable circumstances, certain rumors may be brought in 

check in order to study the same. In the end, it will have access to legitimate data and quality 

schooling. 

 

Medicinal uses: There are several beneficial medicinal applications for different medications. 

For medicinal uses, hemp and other such medicines are used and are widely known to treat 

illnesses. The World Health Organization issued a study in November 2017 in which an 

advisory committee on opioid use found that cannabis has been proven to be a successful cure 

for epilepsy and could be a useful treatment for a variety of other medical conditions.8 

 

Better quality: Legalization would guarantee that users are provided with high quality 

medicines because the manufacture and supply will fall under the Government of India’s 

 
7 Drug Trafficking; Available at:  
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/drug-
trafficking/index.html#:~:text=Drug%20trafficking%20is%20a%20global,comprehensive%20understanding%2
0of%20their%20dynamics. (visited on: October 22, 2020) 
8 Medical and Nonmedical Use of Prescription Drugs among Secondary School Students; Available at: 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1764616/ (Visited on October 22, 2020) 
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oversight upon legalization. It will also garb the combining or adulteration of drugs with other 

cheaper drugs to give drug traffickers a more so called high impact to the detriment of the 

user’s well-being. 

 

 

DISADVANTAGES OF LEGALIZATION OF DRUGS 
As discussed above, there are certain advantages of legalization of drugs. But it has a negative 

impact as well. Following are some of the disadvantages which are related to the same.  

Increase in crime rate: Different offences that exist in society today are linked to narcotics in 

any or other manner, whether legal narcotics such as alcohol etc. or illicit drugs such as hash, 

marijuana etc. On the other hand, irrespective of the provisions against them, the root of the 

availability of prescription drugs is only from the illicit drug markets. Because no civil 

protections for the same are available, drug users eventually have to turn to illegal coercion 

and finally commit a crime. Likewise, we also come across offences being committed just to 

raise the sum needed to purchase drugs. Thus, opioid use is seen as contributing to enhancing 

and continued illegal activity in any manner or another.9 

 

Harmful effects on health: Alcohol and cigarettes have now caused sufficient harm to the 

public health, well-being and harmony of civilization. Legalizing drugs would not be a 

response to the currently current ones, arguing that it produces less adverse consequences. It is 

accurate that about four in ten violent criminals report drinking as a factor in crime.10 Physically 

speaking, nicotine is worse. It is harder to stop nicotine addiction. Drug legalization would 

only make matters worse. 

 

Experiments related to drugs: It should not be said that it is simply appropriate to 

decriminalize or legalize that same issue if criminalizing or making penal provisions for a 

social issue does not yield great results. Society and its inhabitants are not a laboratory’s 

scientific devices to pursue such wonderful problems this way. Drug reform has only proven 

to be to the detriment of its residents in many countries. India’s parliament has made attempts 

to enact a proposal to legalize drug use, but it has not seen it yet. 

 

 
9 Ibid 
10 Ibid 
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Other harms: It has raised certain other problems as well. This may include corruption, 

violence, and injustice as well. It will raise chances for the increase of such issues in society. 

It all depends upon people how they manage the things. They must make judicial use of 

everything instead of making that a concern for everyone around us. 

 

 

SCENARIO IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES: 
In recent years, the existing ways of drug liberalization have been fiercely debated. As seen 

above mainly in India, it has certain advantages and disadvantages as well. In many countries, 

especially in the United Kingdom in particular the liberalization of drugs has brought 

significant changes. The national discourse, though, is often presented in assumption, owing to 

the absence of scientific data on these topics.11 The international drug control system appears 

to have kept the consumption of illegal drugs well below the levels reported for legal 

psychoactive substances, although illicit drug production, trafficking and use remain issues of 

concern. It seems that the international drug control mechanism works as a curb on drug use, 

particularly among adults who are less likely to break drug laws.12 

Recently, Marijuana got legalized in Canada and brought several changes. Although medicinal 

access to cannabis was still available for medicinal uses, in a world of roughly 40 million 

residents, this marked a groundbreaking policy change away from criminalizing the drug and 

its consumers.13 It is right that cannabis was and remains the most common illegal drug in the 

world. Although cannabis use in many developed countries is stagnant or decreasing, in several 

developing countries it is also growing. In many developing countries, hydroponic cannabis 

production, mostly indoors, is now popular. As a result, more potent narcotics and shorter 

supply chains and a decreased need for inter-regional trafficking have been established.14  

Many other nations have adopted absolute or partial decriminalization over the years, as Spain, 

of which no personal consumption or use is criminalized, and Peru, which provides for personal 

use and use of both marijuana and cocaine. What distinguishes Portugal from these other cases 

 
11 Drug decriminalization and price of illicit drugs; Available at:  
http://ftp.iza.org/dp8848.pdf (visited on October 27, 2020) 
12 World Drug Report 2012 by United Nations; Available at:  
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/WDR2012/WDR_2012_web_small.pdf (visited on 
October 26, 2020) 
13 Cannabis legalization in Canada; Available at:  
https://transformdrugs.org/cannabis-legalisation-in-canada-one-year-on/ (visited on: October 27, 2020) 
14 Ibid 
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is the dramatic reversal of Portuguese drug policy from criminalized possession to the complete 

decriminalization of all drugs.15 Thus, it has both pros and cons everywhere in the world. 

 

 

CONCLUSION & SUGGESTIONS: 
From the above discussion it can be concluded that the complicated and very diverse problem 

that has been around for a while now is the legalization of drugs. Within and beyond the 

political circle, there are many eminent figures who favor reform and a significant contingent 

opposing it as well. The involvement of politics in it plays a crucial role. Although legalization 

has certain positive impacts as well but there are negative sides as well. There is a need that 

every individual must understand related to the use of drugs and its possible results. 

Legalization of drugs in different countries is happening these days which is bringing 

consequences related to it.  

 

 It can be suggested that, after analysing the potential positives and drawbacks of the proposal 

for the legalization of drugs, it can be said that the complete release of the illicit drug ban will 

only make the situation worse. Instead, it might prove beneficial if the Government of India 

can come up with a proposal to partly lift the ban on drugs. Drug reform does not eradicate 

violence, but if it works to improve a person's health, it should be made available to him at the 

same time. A controlled prescription market will deliver high quality and regular doses of the 

same to prescription consumers, minimizing overdose cases of such medications. It will result 

in better use with the help of consistent labelling, correct directions, and warnings available in 

a legalized scheme. Therefore, an individual and the government must act responsibly for the 

development of the nation. 

 

_____________________________________________ 

This case study is for information purpose only. Nothing contained herein shall be deemed or 

interpreted as providing legal or investment advice. 

 
15 The effect of drug decriminalization in Portugal on homicide and drug mortality rate; Available at: 
https://www.econ.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/yablon_daniel.pdf (visited on: October 27, 2020) 


