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Disclaimer

No part of this publication may be reproduced or copied in any form
by any means without prior written permission of Editor-in-chief of
LawPublicus The Legal Portal. The Editorial Team of LawPublicus
holds the copyright to all articles contributed to this publication. The
views expressed in this publication are purely personal opinions of the
authors and do not reflect the views of the Editorial Team of
LawPublicus. Though all efforts are made to ensure the accuracy and
correctness of the information published, LawPublicus shall not be

responsible for any errors caused due to oversight or otherwise.
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About Us

LawPublicus The Legal Portal is a leading journal of multidisciplinary
research. It is a free, peer-reviewed, open-access journal that provides
insight into diverse and dynamic legal matters.

LawPublicus 1s a novel initiative by legal minds. As the its name
suggests, it is platform for young minds to ignite their willingness and
inventiveness in order to contribute to the field of law through new
ideas, opinions and thereby contributing to an informed citizenry.

We hope to provide a forum for young and enthusiastic writers to voice
their feelings and research on interdisciplinary approaches. We also
have in view to evaluate, explore and deliberate, under the tutelage of
seasoned editors and academic experts, on current trends and
projections based thereon in legal studies. LawPublicus focuses not
only on the scholarly writings but also on numerous other approaches
such as discussions, interviews, and debates with experts and qualified
& industrial professionals.

We are determined and excited to bring authentic, creative and
individual ideas and socially-related problems into attention.

LawPublicus calls for research papers, articles, short notes, book
reviews & case commentaries, that are distinctive and unpublished.

With this thought, we hereby present to you

LawPublicus The Legal Portal

Page 4 of 9



www.Lawpublicus.com Volume 1 Issue 8

An Attempt to
Understand the

Impact of Anti-
Superstition Laws

Authored By:

Mpr. Soham Banerjee

Designation: 1st Semester (3 Years) LL.B (H) Student
Institute: J.B. Law College, Guwahati

Page 5 of 9



www.Lawpublicus.com Volume 1 Issue 8

An Attempt to Understand the Impact of Anti-

Superstition Laws

By: Soham Banerjee

Superstition is one the biggest curses that I believe humans have borne over ages. Even in this
modern society we find instances of inhumane behavior also, some very immoral and
unacceptable acts that happen just because of our false beliefs and desires. Each year many
innocent people lose their lives to this activity just for the sake of some misconceptions that
we grow in our minds. It is necessary to understand that no religion allows any kind of activity
that harms others, even some scriptures warn people that thinking bad about others may throw
you in trouble; after all we are the most intelligent creatures on earth and therefore a sense of
rational thinking and humane actions are always expected from us for a healthy society. Hence,
even in this modern technological age we find the necessity of these kind of laws and one such
law is the Maharashtra Prevention and Eradication of Human Sacrifice and other

Inhuman, Evil and Aghori Practices and Black Magic Act, 2013!

Article 19 of the Indian Constitution empowers its citizens with freedoms of speech,
expression, press, assembly, association, movement, residence, practice of profession and
occupation or business. However, when actions which affect these freedoms occur that too in
a civilized society like ours a question arises frequently are we unable to understand the basic
facilities provided by this article or are w3e ignorant even after knowing the facts? We are free
to follow religion of our choice but that doesn’t mean that we can follow something which isn’t
beneficial for the individual as well as the society, like superstitions, the more we entertain it,
the more it influences our activities and then our individual lust, greed and other negative
feelings make us prone to commit a crime either by oneself or through someone who claims to

be professional in it, although the incidents that follow are forms of some very inhumane,

Uhttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-
Superstition_and Black Magic Act#:~:text=The%20Maharashtra%20Prevention%20and%20Eradication,Nirm
00lan%20Samiti%20(MANS)%2C%?20Narendra
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unexpected and heinous crime that victimizes the innocent for someone else. Here, I believe
that both the freedom of practice of profession & occupation or, business is misunderstood and
misinterpreted for personal benefit affecting the society at large, these persons with fraudulent
and devilish intentions can go up to any extent to fulfill their desires. Though there is the
presence of Drugs and Magic Remedies (Objectionable Advertisements) Act, 1954 still we
have significantly failed to curb the crimes with respect to this platform of superstition, black

magic and various evil practices.

There are many who believe in easy money, elimination of enemies and revenge from someone,
these factors create an opportunity for the criminals who use fraud and other malpractices to
extort and in his process force the person to indulge in various inhumane practices, which may
involve anything from sexual harassment to human sacrifice. Therefore, the Maharashtra
Prevention and Eradication of Human Sacrifice and other Inhuman, Evil and Aghori
Practices and Black Magic Act, 2013 serves as a landmark to curb and reduce the various
evils of our society and In the lines of the Maharashtra Anti-Superstition and Black Magic Act,
the state of Karnataka also passed the bill in 2017 was notified in 2020. The scope of this law
needs to be improved so that we can expand this to the aggrieved States as well as the Nation

at large .

The anti-superstition laws claim to prevent any form of activities that involve activities such
as ingestion of human excreta, advertising false claims on performing miracles, accusing an
innocent of practicing black magic or evil practices, claiming of curing a seriously affected
patient with supernatural powers, human sacrifice for earning a huge amount of money and
many other aspects like considering an insane person to have magical powers and use them for

benefit, harass someone or a family with the use of black magic etc.

As per the NCRB statistics it is seen that for the year 2019 around 10 cases of child/human
sacrifice has been observed as a motive for the murder in the states of Andhra Pradesh, Assam,
Bihar, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh. Though the state of Karnataka has a
law with regard to this yet we see a case as per the NCRB report 2019 and the rest of the above

mentioned states have one case each except for the state of Bihar which has registered a total

2 https://blog.ipleaders.in/antisuperstition/
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of 4 cases. Hence, it is evident that people are still falling into the hands of fraudulent people
and they are unable to understand the importance of this matter. Further, in absence of strict
laws we observe continuity in these types of cases. As more and more people are falling into
these traps, we lose an innocent life each time especially the women and children who are either
sacrificed for personal gain or accused of practicing black magic by others, some claim to earn
money overnight, while some perform fraudulent magic like things to extort from their

victims.3

It is high time that we understand the difference between blind faith and pure faith, no religion
in this world preaches us to harm others rather it is always expected that we do good to others,
live in harmony, perform good practices and encourage the practice of scientific understanding
amongst ourselves. Nothing can happen without hard work and therefore it is baseless to
entertain superstitions in our minds. Stricter laws are required to curb this menace and put an

end to these inhumane and derogatory practices for the welfare of all in this country.

3 https://ncrb.gov.in/sites/default/files/Cl1%202019%20Volume%201.pdf
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